The assistant should devote his attention exclusively to the patient, while a few drachms at a time, with care, poured on the napkin will generally induce anaesthesia promptly; when the napkin becomes the least soiled, another should be substituted, and when complete anaesthesia has been induced, occasional inspirations of pure air should be allowed. Ether has been most successfully employed in the Pennsylvania Hospital for more than twenty-five years; it was introduced about 1850, and first used in a case of iuxation of the femur, which resisted repeated attempts at reduction with the pulleys ; it is needless to say that after etherization no difficulty was experienced, and from that time to the present this
